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Cornell Lab FeederWatch 
Contact the Center for Wildlife Education 
Are you a teacher interested in having your class visit the Center or having 
the Center for Wildlife Education come to you? 
Contact Wayne Paulk at (912) 478-7482 or dpaulk@georgiasouthern.edu 
Have any questions regarding the care and/or handling of wildlife? 
Contact Scott Courdin at (912) 478-7124 or jscott@georgiasouthern.edu 
Interested in renting our facilities? 
Contact Christel Monk at (912) 478-0998 or cmonk@georgiasouthern.edu 
Are you interested in visiting the Center for Wildlife Education? 
Call (912) 478-0831 for visitor information and daily program information 
Starting July 1, 2019 there will be new admission fees: 
Adults: $4.00 
Children (3-11 years of age): $2:00 
Military (with ID): $2:00 
Senior Citizens: $2.00 
Children under 3 years of age: Free 
GSU Faculty, Staff and Students (with ID): Free 
Find us on the web at https://academics.georgiasouthern.edu/wildlife/  
Feathered Friend      
Membership Program 
Become a Feathered Friend or 
renew your membership from 
last year.  By becoming a mem-
ber you insure that Georgia 
Southern University’s flighted 
Bald Eagle “Freedom” and other 
native wildlife continue their work 
as ambassadors for Georgia 
Southern University and champi-
ons for the environment!   Begin-
ning with the Red-Tail Hawk 
membership and higher, mem-
bers can visit the Wildlife Center 
all year long…for FREE. 
Show your True Blue Eagle Spirit 
in support of Freedom, Georgia’s 
wildlife, and Georgia Southern 
University by joining 
now.  Please visit the Wildlife 
Center’s website by clicking 
HERE. Complete the Feathered 
Friend Membership Form, and 
become a partner of the Center 
for Wildlife Education. And re-
member…your donation is tax-
deductible, payable to the Geor-
gia Southern University Founda-
tion, for use by The Center for 
Wildlife Education.   
LIKE US ON  
FACEBOOK 
Keep current with what’s going 
on at the Wildlife Center and 
with Freedom, the mascot of 
Georgia Southern University, by 
visiting our Facebook page 
regularly. Like the Wildlife 
Center by clicking the Facebook 
icon below. 
Summer 2019 
Wetland Preserve and Waterfowl Pond Are Now Open 
By: Wayne Paulk 
This FeederWatch cam, located in the Treman Bird Feeding Garden at the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology, is dedicated to Joseph H. Williams, a lifetime 
friend of the Cornell Lab and Administrative Board member from 1990 to 
2018. Perched on the edge of both Sapsucker Woods and its 10-acre pond, 
these feeders attract both forest species like chickadees and woodpeckers 
as well as some species that prefer open environments near water like Red-
winged Blackbirds.  
The Wild Birds Unlimited store at Sapsucker Woods has been a part of the 
visitor experience in the Cornell Lab’s Visitor Center ever since the new  
building opened in 2003. They are the preferred vendor of official Cornell Lab 
merchandise and offer a dizzying number of feeders, binoculars, and        
birdwatching-related gear and gifts to make any bird enthusiast happy. WBU 
has also pledged support for many of the Cornell Lab’s local efforts, including 
providing the bird feeders and food for this FeederWatch Cam.  
For more information visit -  
http://cams.allaboutbirds.org/channel/40/Cornell_Lab_FeederWatch/  
Need some quick facts on 
a particular species of  
wildlife? Click on the link  
below. Species include black 
bears, ruffed grouse, clapper rails, 
skunks, raccoon, deer, dove and 
many more. Information includes 
biology, habitat, food habits and 
more.  
Species Fact Sheets 
For more information please visit 
the Education link at the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources 
website.  
http://georgiawildlife.com/education  
A Special Thanks From Our Director, Steve Hein 
Georgia DNR Recreational Lands: 
Featured this issue:  
George L. Smith State Park 
With natural beauty, lakeside camping and cozy cottages, this secluded park 
is the perfect south Georgia retreat. It is best known for the refurbished    
Parrish Mill and Pond, a combination gristmill, saw mill, covered bridge and 
dam built in 1880. A group shelter near the bridge is popular for family      
reunions and parties. Some campsites sit right on the water’s edge, while 
cottages with gas fireplaces and screened porches are nestled into the 
woods. 
The park’s mill pond beckons anglers and paddlers to explore thick stands of 
cypress and tupelo trees draped with Spanish moss. Canoeists and kayakers 
can join the Park Paddlers Club. While on the water, nature enthusiasts can 
look for beaver dams, blue heron, white ibis and other  wading birds. The 
park rents boats, and nearby outfitters offer guided paddle trips. Hikers can 
stretch their legs on seven miles of trails while searching for gopher tortoises, 
Georgia’s state reptile. 
For more information visit - https://gastateparks.org/GeorgeLSmith  
For a list of all GA DNR Wildlife Resource Division Locations visit -  
https://georgiawildlife.com/land 
Information provided by GA DNR 
Reminder About Our New Summer Programs 
The re-opening of the Wetland Preserve and Waterfowl Pond was accompanied with new programs at the Center  
for Wildlife Education. Small family groups to large summer camp groups can now choose the perfect program to 
enhance their summertime experience.  
Two Daily Programs Starting at 9:30 AM & 3:30 PM 
Enjoy a short, informative program before or after lunch. These programs have different themes each day and will 
be sure to teach you something new each time. 
Guided Tours for Individuals & Small Groups 
These are great for those small groups or families that want to see the Center’s animals up close and personal.  
1 hour Programs for Preschoolers, K-12 & Adults 
Our preschool and wildlife programs are now available all summer long. These are great for daycares, summer 
camps or other groups looking for a great summer learning experience.  
1 1/2 hour Program for K-12 
This morning program features our newest addition, the Waterfowl Pond. Three rotations centered around reptiles, 
raptors and waterfowl will offer a unique introduction to our native wildlife.  
1 1/2 to 2 hour Program for Adults 
Conducted by the Center’s Director, Steve Hein, this is an interactive program that discusses the relationships   
between man and nature. 
Visit the following link to learn more about our new offerings:  
https://academics.georgiasouthern.edu/wildlife/education/summer-programs/  
By: Steve Hein 
Equipped with little more than a vision for what might be, little did I know 
that enclosing a pond that has been in existence since 1997 by the way 
of poles, netting and cyclone fencing would be a herculean task! Thanks 
to Brad Williams, Jared Mock and Jackie Rushing from the construction 
side of the house along with staff members Pam Harley, Scott Courdin, 
Christel Monk and Wayne Paulk, the vision became reality! 
A very special thank you to President Marrero for taking his Saturday    
to participate in the event and for his many kind and generous words.   
Likewise, it was a real honor to have Senator Jack Hill in attendance  
and value his willingness to be called from the crowd to participate in  
the ribbon cutting. I am forever indebted to those individuals from 2009 that secured funding to create the pond  
including Craig and Dianna Barrow and the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation. Meaningful though he was unable 
to attend, was the chance to recognize my former Georgia Southern College economics professor Dr. Lon Carnes, 
he has generously given to the Wildlife Center over many years which includes assisting in enclosing the Waterfowl 
Pond. Also participating is my dear friend Bill Crider. I value his generosity but cherish his friendship. He, his wife 
Ruthie and kids have been woven into the fabric of the Wildlife Center and I’m forever in their debt. 
Hold-on, strap-in, while things are changing both at the Wildlife Center and across campus, better times are ahead if 
we believe in a vision! 
Top: The Statesboro 
Herald’s front page on 
Sunday, June 2, 2019 
featured the opening of 
the Waterfowl Pond. 
 
Middle: A pair of      
Redheads (Left) and 
Hooded Mergansers 
(Right) on display during 
the event. 
 
Bottom: The new    
observation viewers are 
a hit among the kids as 
well as adults.   
After months of hard work, the Waterfowl Pond Exhibit 
opened to the public on June 1, 2019. Families, wildlife 
enthusiasts, photographers and those involved with the 
project gathered for a short ceremony that focused on 
the Wildlife Center’s new additions with the mission of 
bringing people and nature together.  
Nearly fifty ducks representing nine different species 
were introduced to an enthusiastic crowd and will now 
be on permanent display for all visitors to the Wildlife 
Center year-round. The waterfowl on display represent 
native species to Georgia that were specifically bred 
for exhibit. This fall, the exhibit will feature even more 
ducks and new species.  
Aside from the Waterfowl Pond, the Wetland Preserve 
also features updates to the Children’s Discovery  
Logs, walkway signs and a new educational kiosk       
at the Cypress Pond. We would like to thank all those 
in attendance at the opening ceremony and invite       
everyone to come enjoy the Wildlife Center’s newest 
additions. 
Below: A crowd begins to gather at the new entrance to           
the Wetland Preserve in anticipation of the grand re-opening 
ceremony.  
Top: (Left to Right) Bill Crider, President Kyle Marrero, Senator Jack Hill 
and Steve Hein cut the ribbon to signify the opening of the Waterfowl Pond  
Above: Donors are recognized with bronze plaques to the right of the        
Waterfowl Pond 
To subscribe or unsubscribe to the Raptor Review , please email  
wildlife@georgiasouthern.edu with the word “Subscribe” or “Unsubscribe” in the subject line.   
(Left to Right) A male  
Red-bellied Woodpecker, 
female Northern Cardinal 
and a pair of Mourning 
Doves visit the feeder 
cam. 
Freedom is Georgia Southern’s 
live mascot and is currently 15 
years old.  Click on his picture 
to learn more about him and the 
eagles at the Wildlife Center 
